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1: St Francis, 2014, O3 on Paper oo Dibond, 225 x 200 em
2: Look Laft = Lok Right, 2014, 07 on paper on Dibond. 149 x 284 em
3 Survival, 2012, Ofl s paper oo Dibond, 250 % 816 em

To trace the development of Western classical painting is to
discover the three overarching genres into which its specimens
always fall:the figure, the landscape and the still-ife. The
porteait, in perticular, seemed to have gained the highest seat of
sapularity and prevalence. During the Renaissance, membery
of royal families o prestigious clans were active patrons and

great many monumental paintings. The regal
as well as the wealthy posed for their portraits and it can be said
that their likenesses have routinely been aestheticised, idealised
and heavily stereotyped. In the 17th century, as the sovereignty

e A

‘West delivers her imaginary landseape onto the international
stage, so that these said relstionships are carried out across
borders and with additional mystery.

Apart from deplaying serylic paint, Xenia incorporates
photography into what becomes  collage. Photographic prints
agents of allusion or reinvention and innovate upon the
hether classical or modern - of painting, The
collage work is then enriched by dimensions of abstraction as
well et i or otherdighal videos. On e

plebei common, The gear ly came to

canvases, Xi
audience fll casily into her settings,yet finds it impossible
ed by

enjoy tremendous freedom of
of the Impressionists, where the accepted notions of imitation

= similarity were no long
‘portrait painters have continued to arrive and Austrian artist
actitioner who has managed to

Upon encountering her giant canvases for the first time, one is
often shaken by their literary, dramatic and narrative forces.
When trying to read into her intensely painted stories of women,
ane gets lost in the liminal zones between the unfamillar, the

Through
er various stategies, Xenia deconstructs the features of the
traditional portrait, revolutionises ts accepted notions and
propels her art into the sphere of the contemporary.

Impressionist master Edouard Manet had a great influence
on the art of Xenia Hausner - it is a similar organisation of
and line that comprises her realist style. Doses of New
Objectivity, Expressionism, Surrealism, Symbolism and Neo
expressionia:can also b fouod ayered oto her magery. Itis

abstract,  the imaginative. A

could be belpful in entering her realm, for example, through
themes, media and styles.

Xenia's imagery traverses through unrequited love, loneliness,
disaster, confusion, loss of direction and many such emotios
esponses to hurt, pain and suffering. Her protagonists are living
ny rites of passage i lfe. Conflict, doubt, and

arise in th ships and each
ane of them loags for love, assurance and resolution, yet left
directionless within the painted cosmos. Amongst the rather
“Western” elements of her pictures, one will find settings, props
and characters reminiscent of the East. The melding of East and

her o rtrayal of

facial expressions, enhanced by their body language, which
captures the most private seatiments in the most powerful
‘narratives, Her adeptness in speaking volumes through

re has won her many comparisons with the legendary
inter Lucian Freud.

The Hong Kong Arts Centre is proud to present Xeaia Hausner's
first solo exhibition in Hong Kong. A selection of 20 paintings
will be shown, culminsting in a precious opportunity to survey a
new thread of contemporary portraiture,
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